
It isn’t that they can’t see the solution .It is they can’t see the problem.
(GK Chesterton)

The Future Problem Solving Program (FPSP), founded in 1974 by Dr. Paul Torrance, a
pioneer in creativity, “allows for its students to engage in creative problem solving”. This is
definitely an all new approach to education.

The program provides an avenue for creative and analytical thinking which emphasizes
developing skills in positive problem solving. At the core of this is the “interdependent
relationship between research (knowledge), creativity (ideas) and futuristic thinking (long term
solutions)”. Students are offered the opportunity to apply information they acquired through their
research and readings to the pertinent issues of today’s world through a six-step thinking process
that involves the analysis of problems of the future. It is a multi disciplinary educational and
learning activity “that helps bring out the energy of young people in a way that you would love to
see happen in every classroom and situation….gives opportunities to put learning to work in very
meaningful and very enjoyable ways.”(Renzulli).

The new approach to learning, which the program offers, is provided by various options to enable
different talents and abilities of the child in question. The program encourages team work but has
provisions for individual participation by individualistic persons who rather showcase their own
capabilities. It can be pursued as a competitive or non competitive activity. As much as it started
off as a program for the gifted, it is a program that motivates and challenges higher order of
thinking amongst people from various ability groups and backgrounds. Many previous
participants of the program have cited their ability to grow from existing strengths, due to their
participation in this program.

The Program Options available are:
1. Global Issues Problem Solving (open to both teams and individuals) offers
Co-operative learning and team building for most part. Creative and  critical thinking skills are in
place. Great for creative written and oral communication.

2. Scenario Writing (individuals only) is very relevant for those with a flair for writing creative,
original and insightful scenarios.

3. Scenario Performance (individuals only). This is an option for those with a flair for oral
communication and storytelling. Would be a fantastic option for high potential dyslexic
individuals.

4.Community Problem Solving (CmPS open to individuals and teams).Offers great
opportunities for a whole class to work on real issues facing the community using problem
solving process, pertinent for subjects like moral, health science, geography etc.



Relevance to Our Malaysian School System:
•Can be used to develop lateral and creative thinking skills amongst our school going
children

•Can be an extension of the English language subject

•Relevant in developing team and project work processes

•Is great exposure to the essentials of learning in a modern and holistic educational
environment.

Its Value :
•Places our education system as being visionary in education & human resource
development strategy

•Places us as prime movers in the promotion of English Language Skills and
proficiency

•Places us as leading the way in helping develop “thinking out of box” skills

•Places us as creators of an exciting pool of proficient thinkers and problem solvers
(True World Citizens)

The International Conference for The Future Problem Solving Program (FPSP) is an
amazing opportunity provided in the scope of the program. Students who are invited to
participate are given the chance to immerse themselves in a cross cultural experience
(these conferences are held overseas and attended by students from all over the world), as
well as an invaluable chance to learn how to present themselves and their work to the
larger FPS community.

They also experience “home away from home” when foster parents take students into
their homes and host them for about three to four days. The students attend schools with
their foster siblings where possible. They are introduced to various facets of life with
their “family”. Besides this, sightseeing and the exchange of souvenirs amongst
participants from various countries are other exciting features of this program.

One of the program objectives, that of developing and understanding acceptance of
diversity is key here, as there are opportunities for different teams from different
countries to perform at the cultural and talent variety show. The whole 3 days of
competition and work is finally celebrated with a social dance on the Saturday night.
(students are placed according to their age groups).Coaches and parents who chaperone
participants also get the chance to interact and gain from this diversity.

In a nutshell, it is just awesome to be an FPSer (as a student, coach, or parent)
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